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perty, security and liberty can feel patriotism and that they form
the nation. Occasionally he identifies the nation with the third
Estate.

ii.   ROUSSEAU AND NATIONALITY

Among the political writers of all ages Jean-Jacques Rousseau
(17112-78) has probably exercised the greatest influence on his
and indirectly on all subsequent times.1 His influence on the
ideology of modern democracy, socialism and nationality was
tremendous, though he would have repudiated some of the con-
sequences. His doctrine also implies most of the essential ideas
of the political philosophy of Fichte, Hegel, Mazzini and the
socialists. Moreover, he was the most trenchant critic of enlight-
enment and the founder of romanticism which was associated
with the growth of modern ideas on nationality. Like most great
thinkers, Rousseau has not worked out an entirely consistent
doctrine ; his philosophy comprises different strands which reflect
the co#flicting tendencies in his own character and human nature
in general. His thought was not guided by systematic study, but
owed most to his immense sensitiveness and intuition, and to the
experiences of his strange life. In many respects he typifies a
section of modern intellectuals which has often had extraordinary
influence on the public mind.

Before Rousseau began to write, the spirit of enlightenment
had brought forth several views of State and society. Hobbes
had formulated the theory of enlightened despotism, based on a
very pessimistic concept of human nature. The terror of power
alone could prevent man from killing and robbing one another.
His State is, as G. Gooch remarks, " simply a policeman of super-
human size with a truncheon in his hand ".2 Locke's view of
human nature was the opposite : he believed in the essential
peaceableness and reasonableness of man, and his State was
mainly there to protect property, and could be compared to an
insurance company with very limited powers ; it corresponded to
the Whig ideal of government. Montesquieu had developed a
theory of relativism, in his view men were neither bad nor good,
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